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1. ὧν apt 


oe a G/PM 

woe November 3, 192 
TOs 5, - Mr. Walt W. Rostoy 
FROM: G/PM - Reymond L. Garthort 


SUBJECT: Dissent to One Propositian in the "Soviet Scemrio 


for Post—Cuben Negotiations with the U8" 


I feel I should record my dissent to one iapertant moposition 
contained in the "Soviet Seenario for 7ost—Ouben Begotistions vith 
the US" whieh you submitted te the Exscutive Committee of the BC 
on November 2. I participated in the work of the greup calred- ty 
Mr. Harvey which prepared the paper, though other urgent απ σους 
prevented me from attending all of ite mootings, 


m 
detached from this paper to be pernitted the Comment that I thinks 1%: 


is avery useful, imaginative, and generally sound analtyriz, 


The proposition to which I cannot agree 12 /stated in paragraztr 
, OD page 5, It 12 


strength "at the most rapid rate possible," and that they will not 
permit themselves to be diverted from thet task by eny othe oonsider- 
ations or developments. As a corollary, it is stated in mePagraph 5 
om page 2 that the only alternative to such a proposition wuld be 
general and complete disarmament. 


This view is not in accord vith the judgmeate of the Jattonal 
Intelligence Estimates, but I an here only with uwreasing 
ny strong personal reservation, Soviets aro doubtless: interested 
in improving theiy military posi a, and if feasible would like to 
attain military superiority. However, they have not in thy peat, and 
pe will in the forecesable futurs, make this objective 
te. Many inportamt politieal and exxmte 

ing demands prevent them from pureuisg military 
petority task. Moreover, there are may indications 


gh 


a7 eo. 


e τὸ 
sutimetea ahov, on the basis of all sources, that the ϑοτίνδβα have not ἢ 
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ead ae ὅτ 8 recognize the futility of attemptizg te mitch 
mrpdins thr Uodtod States in existing veapons systars. The in anos 
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. τ᾿ ΩΝ 
τῆς τωρ, 
FE a ἊΝ 
Gta ἡσυιμοοὲ ἃ military buildup “at the most rapid rate possible,* 
‘Phe Gubam vemtare represented a gamble to redress their military 
inferiority by a quisk and easy gambit. I de mt, however, believe 


that Ug sill dissipate their dois beairell om the resect ~ 
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that they will dissipate their whole bankroll om the race. 


General disarmament is not the only alternative. A sontimation 
of efforts by familiar politiesal, econcmis, and military means te 
advance the position of the USSR ascarding te oppertunities which 
offer the best returns 14 moh more likely. It is important that 
we contime to make the military path unpromising. By assuning 
that we de, as we bavwe been, there is, in my view, ne reason te 
suppose that the Soviets are compelled by an unreasonable ecupulsion 
to subordinate 41} other considerations to a single-mtuded pursatth 
of the chimera of military superiority, 
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